
Key Stage 2 SATs 
Information Evening

Information and Guidance on the Expectations for 2025/26



Assessment and Reporting

● SATs help us - and you - to learn more about your child’s strengths and areas 
for development. We can compare how well each child is doing with their 
peers, both in school and across the country.

● They can also measure how much each child improves from one Key Stage 
to another and are used to predict the likelihood of children achieving specific 
results in their GCSEs.

● In addition to other assessments, secondary schools will use SATs results to 
support the children’s initial setting for maths, English and other subjects.

● Also, headteachers, local authorities and the DfE use the results to help 
identify schools that are struggling and, if a school is doing really well, it can 
share what it’s doing right with other schools.



Assessment and Reporting

● The children’s raw test score will be converted into a ‘scaled score’.

● the raw score is the total number of marks a child receives in a National 
Curriculum test, based on the number of questions answered correctly.

● The raw score will be translated into a scaled score using a conversion table 
to compare it to the national average. A scaled score of 100 will always 
represent the ‘national standard’.

● The scaled score for the KS2 SATs is 100. In 2025, 62% children nationally 
achieved it in reading, writing, and maths, and in 2024 61% of children 
achieved the national standard. It seems to be going up 1% each year!

● “A child who achieves the national standard will have demonstrated sufficient 
knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests” according to the DfE.



Scaled scores
● A score of 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

● Each child’s raw score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, either 
at, above or below 100.

● The scale will have a lower start point of 80 and an upper end point of 120.

● A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to have 
demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.

● A child awarded a scaled score of less than 100 is judged to have not yet met the 
‘national standard’ and performed below expectation for their age.

● If a child gets a scaled score of 110 or above, they are deemed to be working at 
Greater Depth.

● Each pupil will receive: a raw score (number of raw marked awarded); a scaled 
score in each tested subject; and confirmation of whether or not they attained the 
national standard.



Scales scores



2023 SATs Data:
We all put in the hard work to achieve our best at Caroline Haslett. Here are our 
results for expected plus and greater depth compared to the national average for 
the 2023 SATs:

Maths Reading Writing GPS RWM

CHPS - Exp+ 92% 90% 92% 97% 85%

Nat - Exp+ 73% 73% 71% 72% 60%

CHPS - GD 60% 35% 53% 75% 35%

Nat - GD 30% 29% 13% 30% 8%



2024 SATs Data:
We all put in the hard work to achieve our best at Caroline Haslett. Here are our 
results for expected plus and greater depth compared to the national average for 
2024 SATs:

Maths Reading Writing GPS RWM

CHPS - Exp+ 93% 97% 95% 98% 93%

Nat - Exp+ 73% 74% 72% 72% 61%

CHPS - GD 53% 55% 42% 78% 34%

Nat - GD 24% 28% 13% 32% 8%



2025 SATs Data:
We all put in the hard work to achieve our best at Caroline Haslett. Here are our 
results for expected plus and greater depth compared to the national average for 
2025 SATs:

Maths Reading Writing GPS RWM

CHPS - Exp+ 88% 93% 92% 92% 87%

Nat - Exp+ 74% 75% 72% 73% 62%

CHPS - GD 60% 63% 53% 73% 45%

Nat - GD 26% 33% 13% 30% 8%



The Tests
● Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 11th May 

2026.
● Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:

○ Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)
○ Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)
○ Reading (60 minutes)
○ Mathematics

- Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)
- Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)
- Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

● All tests are externally marked
● Writing will be ‘Teacher Assessed’ internally - this is an ongoing process.



Test Timetable

The Year 6 SATs will be administered in the week commencing 11th May 2026.

The 2026 SATs schedule is as follows:

Monday 11th May 2026 - English grammar, punctuation & spelling Papers 1 & 2

Tuesday 12th May 2026 - English reading Paper

Wednesday 13th May 2026 - Mathematics Paper 1 & 2 (Arithmetic & Reasoning)

Thursday 14th May 2026 - Mathematics Paper 3 (Reasoning)



Reading

● The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading 
texts (one 800 word text and two passages of 300 words)

● Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts and 
answering the questions.

● A total of 50 marks are available.

● Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a 
child’s reading

● Some questions are multiple choice or a selected response, others require 
short answers, and some require an extended response or explanation.



Reading: next steps

● Stamina

● Complexity of questions

● Knowledge of vocabulary (synonyms)

● Understanding of inference

● The use of subheadings (this helps to summarise key points)

● Shared reading using age-appropriate texts

● Read poetry and discuss underlying themes

● Support answers with evidence from the text: make a point and provide 
evidence. Make another point and provide evidence.



Sample reading SATs questions

Question 1

Question 2



Question 1

Answer (up to 2 marks)
● Look at Earth or 

space/ admire the 
view

● Experience 
weightlessness/ 
activities associated 
with floating

● Space -walk 

Question 2

Answer (1 mark)

● (well) my friends
● Everyone wants to know

Question 3

Answer (1 mark)

Plan



Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar

● A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting approximately 15 
minutes. Children are expected to apply their understanding of spelling 
patterns

● A separate test is given for Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar-50 marks

● This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, including 
some multiple choice.

● Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar 70 marks in total.



Sample questions - punctuation

Sample questions - pronouns

Sample questions - parenthesis 



Sample questions - phrases and clauses

Sample questions - subordinate clauses



Sample questions - synonyms



Mathematics
In the development of the KS2 maths test, each question is rated on a scale of 1 to 4 according 
to how much it expects of children in each of the following ‘strands’:

● Depth of learning
● Computational complexity
● Spatial reasoning and data interpretation
● Response strategy

The Mathematics tests consists of three tests:

- Paper 1 is for arithmetic lasting 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for all operations, 
including use of fractions, decimals and percentages - the questions gradually increase in 
difficulty. 40 marks

- Papers 2 & 3 cover problem-solving and reasoning, each lasting 40 minutes. Pupils will 
require calculation skills but will need to answer questions in context and decide what is 
required to find a solution 35 marks each

- A total of 110 marks in total-all the tests combined.



Sample questions: Arithmetic



Sample question: Reasoning paper 2/3



What we are doing in school…

● Quality first teaching using the teaching for Mastery approach as our focus to 
develop and embed understanding of mathematical concepts

● Booster sessions in small groups throughout the year with experienced staff

● Writing opportunities across the curriculum

● Using the Master Readers approach to whole class reading lessons every day 
to develop reading comprehension, and foster a love of reading

● Ongoing assessment to close the gap amongst different ability groups.



How to help your child in the run up to SATs week
● First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and 

they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

● Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school

● Support your child with any homework tasks.

● Read with your child daily and support them in using a dictionary to find the meaning of 
unfamiliar words in context. Use these new words in sentences or note them down in their 
reading diary so we can share them with the class.

● It is essential that children are able to recall their times tables 1-12 and know related 
division facts

● Practise spelling patterns at home and encourage them to use their spellings in sentences 
or investigate their synonyms and antonyms

● Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and which book(s) they are reading 
(the character, the plot, their opinion).

● Make sure your child has a good sleep and a healthy breakfast every morning!



How to help your child with reading
Listening to your child read can take many forms. First and foremost, focus on developing an 
enjoyment and love of reading.

● Enjoy stories together - reading stories to your child at KS1 and KS2 is equally as important as 
listening to your child read.

● Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for longer periods of time!

● Talk about the story before, during and afterwards - discuss the plot, the characters, their feelings 
and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have 
their own opinions.

● Look up definitions of words together - you could use a dictionary, the internet or an app on a 
phone or tablet.

● All reading is valuable - it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides.

● Visit the local library - it’s free!



How to help your child with maths
● Encourage them to practise their times tables using TTRockstars; it is part of 

our homework schedule (15 garage games per week)

● Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards 
and backwards

● Create opportunities for telling the time - both analogue and digital.

● Encourage opportunities  for counting coins and money; finding amounts or 
calculating change when shopping.

● Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

● Encourage them to play games involving number or logic, such as dominoes, 
card games, darts, board games, sudoku or dice games.



How to help your child with writing

● Practise and learn weekly spelling lists - encourage your child to use them in 
sentences

● Encourage opportunities for writing: shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories 
or poems

● Encourage the use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find 
synonyms, antonyms, and to expand vocabulary

● Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing 
features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation)

● Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!



Useful websites:
Reading:
http://worldstories.org.uk/ 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 

Maths:
http://myminimaths.co.uk
http://www.transum.org_
http://www.timestables.me.uk/printable-pdf-quiz-generator.htm
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.math10.com
Maths.co.uk
TTRockstars.com 

Grammar/Vocabulary
http://freerice.com/#/english-vocabulary/3365
www.spag.com 

http://worldstories.org.uk/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://myminimaths.co.uk/y6arithmetic.html
http://www.transum.org/software/SW/Starter_of_the_day/starter_May14.asp
http://www.transum.org/software/SW/Starter_of_the_day/starter_May14.asp
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.math10.com/en/math-games/games/geometry/banana.swf
http://maths.co.uk
http://freerice.com/#/english-vocabulary/3365

